We compared susceptibility tests of 47 Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolates and 40 Pseudomonas species to carbenicillin and trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole by the MS-2 and Sceptor systems and agar dilution. The major and very major errors encountered in these tests in the MS-2 and Sceptor systems raise doubts about the accuracy of these methods for testing P. aeruginosa and confirm that they should not be used for testing the susceptibility of Pseudomonas species to the two drugs tested.
Carbenicillin (2) and trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole (TMP-SMX) (1, 4) These results cast doubt on the reliability of testing the susceptibility of P. aeruginosa to these two antimicrobial agents in the MS-2 and Sceptor systems. Moreover, these two systems appear to be unacceptable for testing the susceptibility of Pseudomonas species to carbenicillin and TMP-SMX.
